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The Fernando de Noronha Archipelago is formed by the main, homonymous island and 20 other secondary islands. Located in the tropical South Atlantic, 345 km off São Roque Cape, this archipelago is the tip of a volcanic edifice, whose base is approximately 4,000 m deep. The archipelago was discovered in 1503 by Americo Vespucio, and it has been used as a penal colony and a United States military base during World War II. The islands are strongly influenced by the South Equatorial Current, which flows from East to West, and also by ESE trade winds. During austral summer, waves generated in the Northern Hemisphere can reach up to 5 m high, making the island an important destination for surfers. Fernando de Noronha Marine National Park covers the majority of the island, which imposes restrictions to visitors and local inhabitants alike. Surrounding the national park, the Fernando de Noronha Environmental Protection Area is a less restrictive marine protected area, designed to function as a buffer zone against human influences. In recent years, the island has experienced a strong flux of tourists, bringing challenges for coastal managers to mediate between the push of the local community for economic growth (i.e. tourism commerce) and the environmental restrictions that help preserve the two marine protected areas. 
CERF Society Information
The Coastal Education and Research Foundation [CERF] is a nonprofit society dedicated to the advancement of the coastal sciences. The Foundation is devoted to the multi-disciplinary study of the complex problems of the coastal zone. The purpose of CERF is to help translate and interpret coastal issues for the public and to assist professional research and public information programs. The Foundation specifically supports and encourages field and laboratory studies on a local, national, and internation al basis. Through the medium of scientific publications, televi sion, and radio CERF brings accurate information to the public and coastal specialists on all aspects of coastal issues in an effort to maintain or improve the quality of shoreline resources.
Because CERF is concerned with broad environmental issues, our efforts concentrate on significant problems such as mainte nance of good quality (potable) water with adequate supply, and hazards associated with potential beach erosion, flooding, and susceptibility of developed shorelines to storm surge and wave attack. By focusing attention on these potential man-made and natural hazards, it is hoped that our research efforts will help others improve the quality of life in diverse coastal areas. CERF thus aims to stimulate awareness of coastal (marine and fresh water shorelines) land and water problems; initiate and foster research and innovation to promote long-term coastal productiv ity; establish an educational forum for the debate of contentious coastal issues; and develop new principles and approaches for enlightened coastal management, and encourage their adoption and use. Charlie has interests and expertise in the general areas of surficial geology, coastal and marine geomorphology (including coastal classification), coastal/marine biophysical environments, exploration geochemistry, soils and weathering (regolith geology), coastal zone management and engineering applications or impacts on natural systems (including erosion control and shore protection), coastal hydrology including submarine freshwater and mineralized seeps, subaerial and marine structural geology, natural hazard mitigation in coastal zones, marine environments and coastal wetland protection and restoration, and remote sensing (e.g., land cover classification in coastal wetlands, advection-diffusion turbidity plumes in coastal waters, delineation of bottom types and sand resources), effluent disposal and pollution of wetlands and estuaries, water resources mapping and conservation, time series studies of wetland hydroperiod and soil moisture.
Official Meeting of CERF International Coastal Symposium (ICS)
The International Coastal Symposium (ICS) was originally set up by Per Bruun (deceased) and Charlie Finkl as the official meeting of the Coastal Education and Research Foundation (CERF), with one of the first meetings being held in Hilton Head, South Carolina, in 1993. After the repeated success of these meetings, CERF moved the ICS to the international scene holding these conferences in conjunction with local sponsors in Australia, Brazil, Iceland, New Zealand, Northern Ireland, Poland, and Portugal. The ICS brings together delegates from all over the world to collaborate and discuss the most current coastal research studies and projects. During the ICS 2014, which was held in Durban, South Africa, a grand celebration took place to mark the 30th Anniversary of CERF and the JCR. Our next ICS meeting is scheduled for May of 2018 in Busan, South Korea. For more information, please visit www.cerf-jcr.org.
